
DOGS’ TAILS SYSTEM1 
 
D Date 

When do you think this map was 
made? 
Is it still reliable? 
 

 

O Orientation 
What are the principal directions 
shown?  How are they shown? Is 
there a compass rose? 

 

G Grid 
Is there a grid system used? 
(letter/number system? 
latitude/longitude? coordinates?) 

 

S Scale  
Is there a map scale? 
(relationships between distance 
on the map and distance on 
Earth) 

 

T Title 
What is the title or name of the 
map? How else might you title 
this map? 

 

A Author  
Who made the map? For what 
purpose? Do you think it is 
effective? 

 

I Index 
Does the map have a listing of 
places shown on the map? 

 

L Legend 
Does the map have a legend or 
key that explains the 
map symbols? 

 

S Situation 
Does the map show this location 
in relation to other places (e.g. 
the U.S., the world)?  
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  Modified	
  from:	
  Arizona	
  Geographic	
  Alliance,	
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